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I completed my degree in Business Studies and Environmental Science and then completed my 
Masters in Corporate Governance and had full intentions of working within 
the corporate governance field. I ended up working in a completely different field. Life took an 
unexpected turn and I had to take over the running of the family farm which meant my ambition 

to work in governance was put to one side.  
  
I had always been fascinated by the workings of boards, their structure, and their method and 
how corporate governance applied to organisations. But I always thought that if I ever wanted to 
apply to be on a Board and have an input then I would have needed years and years of “professional” 

experience.  The Boardroom Apprentice dispels this myth.  
  
My first choice of a board was the Agri-Food and Bioscience Institute.  AFBI provide analytical and 
diagnostic research and development and scientific training and advice in agriculture, food, animal and 

plant health, marine and freshwater ecosystems and the agri-environment.  Being one of AFBI’s 
customers as a farmer, I felt my farming experience could be of benefit. The Boardroom Apprentice 
encourages this – it’s about getting people from ALL backgrounds and all experiences into a Board room 

and having a say.    
  
If you are reading this and thinking of applying, stop reading and just apply, you will not regret it!  
  
Eileen Mullan is wonderful and is there for you every step of the way.  You are also assigned a Board 
Buddy. My board buddy has been great, he has been very supportive and has really taken me under his 
wing.  I have learnt a great deal from him.  The AFBI board members and staff have been extremely 
welcoming. They have made me feel like part of the team since my first meeting and have continuously 

shared their knowledge and asked me for my input.    
  
I have thoroughly enjoyed my experience of the Boardroom Apprentice -  the training, the people I have 
met and of course the experience of sitting on a Board. Being taken out of your comfort zone can be 

daunting but the training and meeting the other apprentices and knowing that they are sharing the 

same experience, prepares you for this.    
  
Boardroom Apprentice has provided me with more knowledge than any education I have 
received.  It has been a truly great experience!  


